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	Section 9:  Justification for Not Providing Services 
in Natural Environments
 

	Early Intervention services must be provided in natural environments (settings that are natural/typical for the child’s age peers who have no disabilities) to the maximum extent appropriate and can only be provided in settings other than natural environments when outcomes cannot be achieved satisfactory in natural environments.  The IFSP/IEP form requires a “justification for early intervention that cannot be achieved satisfactorily in a natural environment”.  When documenting the justification on the IFSP/IEP team must follow the following steps: 

	  FORMCHECKBOX 

Explain how and why the IFSP/IEP team determined that the child’s goals/outcome(s) could not be met if the support/services were provided in the child’s natural environment with supplementary supports provided.       


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Explain how supports/services provided in this setting will be generalized to support the child’s ability to function in his/her natural environment.       


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Develop a plan with timelines and the supports necessary to allow the child’s goal(s)/outcome(s) to be satisfactorily achieved in his/her natural environment.       



	Parent Signature:
	
	Date:
	

	Service Coordinator:
	
	Date:
	


Section 10  Other Considerations:
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