
QJEJCC-70542w
Edition number 56

To subscribe
888-775-2709

©2026 $4.00

SUNDAY, MARCH 8, 2026 | MONROENEWS.COM SINCE 1825 | MONROE, MICH. | PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy every page by going to
monroenews.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device. You will also find late news and sports in the
bonus sections. Check it out today!

FUNER AL HOME, INC .
Since 1864

Serving your family with dignity and compassion

SERVICES WE OFFER..
Custom Markers and Monuments

Traditional Funeral Services
Memorial Services Cremation Services

Pre-Planning Anatomical Donations • Pet Cremation

OTHER Options...
Audio and visual recording • Aftercare Memorial Jewelry

Remembrance Items

The “Rupp Family” has been through changes, making sure
one thing always remains the same... “Dedicated Service!”

PAYING TRIBUTE TO YOUR LOVED ONES

2345 S. Custer Rd., Monroe, MI 48161
734.241.9300 • www.ruppfuneralhomeinc.com

Owner
Polly A. RuppDonna J. Rupp Justin D. Miller

Manager and
Licensed Funeral

Director

Mary E. Lehr
Funeral Director

Terry L. Crawford
Funeral & Pre-

Planning Specialist

MG-42709765

Chelsea A. Rupp-Seegert
Office Manager1963-2025

LIMITED TIME OFFER

Offer Ends March 31, 2026

CALL TODAY:

foundationrest.com
877-MAKE-DRY

$ 500 OFF
OR

0% FINANCING

BASEMENT WATERPROOFINGPRINT-ONLY
SUBSCRIBER-EXCLUSIVE SPECIAL EDITION

Recipes of theyear
Chefs from USA TODAY’s Restaurants
of the Year share their signature
recipes you’ll love

Tuesday,May 5, 2026.
This proposal will allow the interme-

diate school district to continue to levy a
regional enhancement millage that will
expirewith the 2026 levy.

If renewed, 0.9866mill for a period of
five years, 2027-2031, will be levied to

Dr. Stephen McNew, superintendent
of the Monroe County Intermediate
SchoolDistrict,wantsvoters toknowthe
facts about the upcoming educational
technology millage renewal election on See MILLAGE RENEWAL, Page 2A

MONROE COUNTY ISD

Nicholas Hay of Monroe, Monroe County ISD director of information services, checks the fiber infrastructure that
connects the school districts in Monroe County. PHOTOS PROVIDED BY REESE BOWLING

District chief
addresses
millage renewal
Lisa Vidaurri Bowling
The Monroe News

USA TODAY NETWORK

When it comes to technology,
Stephen McNew, Monroe County ISD
superintendent, said, "Every student
in the county has a device of some
sort.”

The Monroe Thrift Shop Associa-
tion will award more than 25 scholar-
ships to Monroe County high school
graduating seniors this year, according
to a community announcement.

Each scholarship is valued at
$1,000, and eligible students can come
from any Monroe County high school
or be home-schooled. Scholarship ap-
plications are available at each
school’s counselor’s office and at the
Thrift Shop, at 119 S. Monroe St.

The deadline for submitting appli-
cations is 4 p.m. April 1.

Applicants can mail their forms or
deliver them in person to the Thrift
Shop to ensure theymeet thedeadline.
The Thrift Shop’s hours of operation
are 10 a.m.-4 p.m.Wednesday through

Monroe
seniors: How
to apply for
new $1K
scholarships
Janis Reeser
The Monroe News

USA TODAY NETWORK

See SCHOLARSHIPS, Page 2A

“The most fruitful and natural exer-
cise for ourminds is, inmyopinion, con-
versation.”

SosaidMichelDeMontaigne,credited

with inventing what we now call the es-
say, in1588.

It is that word, “conversation,” that
comes to mind when I think of the pur-
pose of opinion writing. The Op-ed sec-
tion of the paper is not just a place for
sounding off. It is a place for introducing
newideasandfreshperspectives,aplace

to build on and respond to what has al-
readybeen said (orwritten).

It’s a place for conversation.
It is with this in mind that I am hon-

ored to introduce theCenter forCommu-
nity Journalism — Michigan’s regional

Regional opinion team champions local voices
Scott Atkinson
Holland Sentinel

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

See VOICES, Page 2A
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provide operating funds to enhance oth-
er stateand local funding for constituent
district technologypurposes and related
expenses, according to the ballot lan-
guage.
An informational sheet is being dis-

tributedtoexplainwhoisconductingthe
millage renewal election, why the elec-
tion is countywide, how the money will
be used and how the funds are distrib-
uted.
McNew said as required by state law,

the boards of education for nine public
school districts, theMonroe County ISD
and two charter schools in Monroe
Countyhave requested that the ISDcon-
duct an election to seek renewal of the
county-wide millage for educational
technology supporting K–12 curriculum
goals.
“It is a renewal request so property

taxes will not increase,” McNew said.
“The proposal renews a 0.9866mill levy
for five years, equal to 0.9866 cents per
$1,000 of taxable home value. So, if you
haveahouse that isworth$100,000, you
wouldpay$98.66ayear.This isoursixth
renewal.”
When it comes to technology,McNew

said “every student in the county has a
device of some sort.”
“We learned the importance of that

during COVID because we went to re-
mote learning,” he said. “It wasn’t diffi-
cult to make happen, flip the switch on
thatmodalityoflearningasitwasonoth-
erpartsof thestatebecausewehave this
enhancementmillage.”

Why is theelection county-wide?

State law permits only intermediate
school districts to place regional en-
hancementmillages on the ballot.

Howthemoneywill beused?

Millage funds may only be used to

support educational technology, includ-
ing related staffing, services and cyber-
security.Thesefundscannotbespenton
other school expenses.
“Wehavebeenblessedsince1997with

themillageandthosefundswhichbrings
in almost $8 million dollars a year for
technology,” McNew said. “Which
amounts to about $389 per student. So,
it’s very significant. To take that awayall

of a sudden would be devastating. I’m
not sure the local districts could sustain.
They don’t have it built in their general
fund and I can tell you we would be in a
world of hurt.”

Howare fundsdistributed?

If approved, millage revenue will be
distributedtolocalschooldistrictsbased

on each district’s K–12 student popula-
tion. Participating districts include Air-
portCommunitySchools,BedfordPublic
Schools, Dundee Community Schools,
Ida Public Schools, Jefferson Schools,
Mason Consolidated Schools, Monroe
Public Schools, Summerfield Schools,
Whiteford Agricultural School District,
HorizonScienceAcademyNewBedford,
Triumph Academy and the Monroe
County Intermediate SchoolDistrict.

Howto calculate your tax

The ISDhas an estimatedmillage cal-
culator posted on its website. McNew
said homeowners will need to use the
taxable value of theproperty andnot the
State EqualizedValue (SEV).

Whathappens if the renewal does
notpass?

“Like I said previously, it would be
devastating. With technology, every-
thing is on a schedule.Weknowdesktop
and laptop computers are only going to
last so long.Everyyear,wehave technol-
ogy plans where we know that we’re re-
cycling machines and updating our in-
frastructure,” McNew said. “Every stu-
dent in thecountyhasaccess toadevice.
Some have tablets. Some have iPads.
Somehave laptops.”

Needmore information?

“We are so appreciative of the com-
munityandtheir support fornotonly the
enhancementmillagebut forpublicedu-
cation,”he added. “It’s amazing towatch
kids use the technology and see how
teachers have embraced it. The schools
partner verywell together. That’s the se-
cret. If anyone has questions about the
millage and needs more information,
they can callme.”
McNew can be reached at 734-241-

2610 or send an email to ste-
phen.mcnew@monroeisd.us.
— Contact reporter Lisa Vidaurri-

Bowling at lvidaurribowling@gan-
nett.com.

This poster about the 2026 Monroe County Educational Technology Renewal
explains who is conducting the millage renewal election, why the election is
countywide, how the money will be used and how the funds are distributed.
PROVIDED BY REESE BOWLING

Millage renewal
Continued from Page 1A

opinion team. As part of the USA Today
Co.Network,theCCJ—Michiganopinion
teamwill focus on serving small commu-
nities likeyours throughout thestate.Our
objective is to foster impactful discus-
sions by providing new insights and per-
spectives on topics that matter most to
youandyour family, including cost of liv-
ing, safety, childrenand schools.
As opinion columnists, our job isn’t

just totellyouwhatweorotherpeopleare
thinking, or how you should think. It’s to
askquestions.Whyareeggs,yetagain,so
expensive?Whatdoestheneweducation
lawpassedbylegislatorsinLansingmean
for our kids? That’s the great part about
being a journalist. All those questionswe
askinoureverydaylives,allthoserhetori-
calwhy’s and how’s—well, we get to call
the people in power up and ask those
questions.That’s thepublic servicewe’re
meant to provide. So the next time you
find yourself muttering why... give us a
shout.Wemightknowfromsomereport-

ing we’ve already done. Or maybe we
need tomakeaphone call.

Meetour team

ByronMcCauley joinsus,mostrecent-
ly, from the Cincinnati Enquirer. Over his
more than 30-year career, McCauley has
written — and racked up several awards
for — telling stories all over the country.
Nowbased inLansing,McCauley sayshe
wasdrawn to the opinionpagebecause it
was where he always felt he could have
the greatest impact.
“We get the opportunity to work with

readerstosettheagendaandthenlookfor
long-term solutions to challenging prob-
lems, he says. You can seehisworkhere.
McCauley credits his work ethic and

writingstylefromgrowinguponafarmin

says entered theworld saying “ope,”with
helping her learn more about the mitten
state, such as showing her the delicacy
thatisranchdressingpairedwithpepper-
oni pizza.
That leaves me, a lifetime Michigan

resident who, like Byron and Kimberly, I
grewup inasmall town.UnlikeKimberly,
Iwasnotatalker,butIdidliketolistenand
learned a thing or two about hard work
fromgrowingup ina construction family.
Forabout20yearsnow, I’vebeenaMichi-
gan-based journalist, reporting, writing
and editing about Michigan’s outdoors,
arts, education, politics, food, pirates
(really) andeverything inbetween.
You’ll be hearing from me on our opi-

nion page, but I’d also like to hear from
you— and yes, I reallymean that. Tell us
what you think we got right or wrong.
Send those questions.My job is to keep a
handleonwhatMichiganders incommu-
nities like yours care aboutmost, and the
best way for me to learn that is by, well,
having a conversation.
You can reach out to me at satkin-

son@usatodayco.com or submit your
ownopinion .
Let’s talk.

Plain Dealing, Louisiana, where he
learned “grit” and hard work by selling
purplehullbythesideoftheroadandcor-
ralling escaped cows before school start-
ed.
Byron once asked a local historian

about the origin of the city’s name and
wastold,“wedealplainly.”SuchisByron’s
style— empathetic and illuminating, but
also direct and to the point. With Byron,
whatyousee—or read—iswhatyouget.
EditorialassistantKimberlyBarbouris

a career TV news anchor and reporter
whoplays thevital role of takingour con-
tent beyond the written word and into
video.
She got her start as aproducer inWest

Virginia, where she grew up, but you
could argue her career really began as a
kid in her father’s log cabin general store
where shewas “the talker.”
“I would sit by the door and talk to ev-

erybodythatcamein. Ikneweverybody’s
name,” she says. “I just liked getting to
hear people talk, and then someone told
me I couldmakea jobout of that.”
Barbour has lived inMichigan for sev-

en years now. She credits her youngest
daughter, aMichigannativewhoBarbour

Atkinson Barbour McCauley

Voices
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Saturday.
This story was created by Janis Rees-

er, jreeser@usatodayco.comwith theas-
sistance of Artificial Intelligence (AI).
Journalists were involved in every step
of the information gathering, review,
editing and publishing process. Learn
more at https://cm.usatoday.com/ethi-
cal-conduct/.
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The Thrift
Shop
Association of
Monroe is
located at 119
S. Monroe St.
in downtown
Monroe.
LISA VIDAURRI-

BOWLING/

THE MONROE

NEWS

Each scholarship is
valued at $1,000, and
eligible students can
come from any
Monroe County high
school or be
home-schooled.


