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District chief
addresses
millage renewal

Tuesday, May 5, 2026.

This proposal will allow the interme-
diate school district to continue to levy a
regional enhancement millage that will
expire with the 2026 levy.

If renewed, 0.9866 mill for a period of
five years, 2027-2031, will be levied to

Lisa Vidaurri Bowling
The Monroe News
USA TODAY NETWORK

Dr. Stephen McNew, superintendent
of the Monroe County Intermediate
School District, wants voters to know the
facts about the upcoming educational

technology millage renewal election on See MILLAGE RENEWAL, Page 2A

Nicholas Hay of Monroe, Monroe County ISD director of information services, checks the fiber infrastructure that

When it comes to technology,
Stephen McNew, Monroe County ISD
superintendent, said, "Every student
in the county has a device of some
sort.”

Regional opinion team champions local voices

Scott Atkinson
Holland Sentinel
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

with inventing what we now call the es-
say, in1588.

It is that word, “conversation,” that
comes to mind when I think of the pur-
pose of opinion writing. The Op-ed sec-
tion of the paper is not just a place for
sounding off. It is a place for introducing
new ideas and fresh perspectives, a place

“The most fruitful and natural exer-
cise for our minds is, in my opinion, con-
versation.”

Sosaid Michel De Montaigne, credited

to build on and respond to what has al-
ready been said (or written).

It’s a place for conversation.

It is with this in mind that I am hon-
ored to introduce the Center for Commu-
nity Journalism — Michigan’s regional

See VOICES, Page 2A

Monroe
seniors: How
to apply for
new $1K
scholarships

Janis Reeser
The Monroe News
USA TODAY NETWORK

The Monroe Thrift Shop Associa-
tion will award more than 25 scholar-
ships to Monroe County high school
graduating seniors this year, according
to a community announcement.

Each scholarship is valued at
$1,000, and eligible students can come
from any Monroe County high school
or be home-schooled. Scholarship ap-
plications are available at each
school’s counselor’s office and at the
Thrift Shop, at 119 S. Monroe St.

The deadline for submitting appli-
cations is 4 p.m. April 1.

Applicants can mail their forms or
deliver them in person to the Thrift
Shop to ensure they meet the deadline.
The Thrift Shop’s hours of operation
are10 a.m.-4 p.m. Wednesday through

See SCHOLARSHIPS, Page 2A
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Scholarships

Continued from Page 1A

Saturday.

This story was created by Janis Rees-
er, jreeser@usatodayco.com with the as-
sistance of Artificial Intelligence (Al).
Journalists were involved in every step
of the information gathering, review,
editing and publishing process. Learn
more at https://cm.usatoday.com/ethi-
cal-conduct/.

Each scholarship is
valued at $1,000, and
eligible students can
come from any
Monroe County high
school or be
home-schooled.

The Thrift
Shop
Association of
Monroe is
located at 119
S. Monroe St.
in downtown
Monroe.

LISA VIDAURRI-
BOWLING/

THE MONROE
NEWS

Voices

Continued from Page 1A

opinion team. As part of the USA Today
Co. Network, the CCJ — Michigan opinion
team will focus on serving small commu-
nities like yours throughout the state. Our
objective is to foster impactful discus-
sions by providing new insights and per-
spectives on topics that matter most to
you and your family, including cost of liv-
ing, safety, children and schools.

As opinion columnists, our job isn’t
just to tell you what we or other people are
thinking, or how you should think. It’s to
ask questions. Why are eggs, yet again, so
expensive? What does the new education
law passed by legislators in Lansing mean
for our kids? That’s the great part about
being a journalist. All those questions we
askinoureverydaylives, all thoserhetori-
cal why’s and how’s — well, we get to call
the people in power up and ask those
questions. That’s the public service we're
meant to provide. So the next time you
find yourself muttering why... give us a
shout. We might know from some report-

|
Atkinson

Barbour McCauley

ing we’'ve already done. Or maybe we
need to make a phone call.

Meet our team

Byron McCauley joins us, most recent-
ly, from the Cincinnati Enquirer. Over his
more than 30-year career, McCauley has
written — and racked up several awards
for — telling stories all over the country.
Now based in Lansing, McCauley says he
was drawn to the opinion page because it
was where he always felt he could have
the greatest impact.

“We get the opportunity to work with
readers tosetthe agendaand thenlook for
long-term solutions to challenging prob-
lems, he says. You can see his work here.

McCauley credits his work ethic and
writing style from growing up ona farmin

Plain Dealing, Louisiana, where he
learned “grit” and hard work by selling
purple hull by the side of the road and cor-
ralling escaped cows before school start-
ed.

Byron once asked a local historian
about the origin of the city’s name and
was told, “we deal plainly.” Such is Byron’s
style — empathetic and illuminating, but
also direct and to the point. With Byron,
what you see — or read — is what you get.

Editorial assistant Kimberly Barbouris
a career TV news anchor and reporter
who plays the vital role of taking our con-
tent beyond the written word and into
video.

She got her start as a producer in West
Virginia, where she grew up, but you
could argue her career really began as a
kid in her father’s log cabin general store
where she was “the talker.”

“I would sit by the door and talk to ev-
erybody that came in. [knew everybody’s
name,” she says. “I just liked getting to
hear people talk, and then someone told
me I could make a job out of that.”

Barbour has lived in Michigan for sev-
en years now. She credits her youngest
daughter, a Michigan native who Barbour

says entered the world saying “ope,” with
helping her learn more about the mitten
state, such as showing her the delicacy
thatisranch dressing paired with pepper-
oni pizza.

That leaves me, a lifetime Michigan
resident who, like Byron and Kimberly, I
grew up in a small town. Unlike Kimberly,
Iwasnotatalker, butIdidliketolistenand
learned a thing or two about hard work
from growing up in a construction family.
For about 20 years now, I've been a Michi-
gan-based journalist, reporting, writing
and editing about Michigan’s outdoors,
arts, education, politics, food, pirates
(really) and everything in between.

You'll be hearing from me on our opi-
nion page, but I'd also like to hear from
you — and yes, I really mean that. Tell us
what you think we got right or wrong.
Send those questions. My job is to keep a
handle on what Michiganders in commu-
nities like yours care about most, and the
best way for me to learn that is by, well,
having a conversation.

You can reach out to me at satkin-
son@usatodayco.com or submit your
own opinion .

Let’s talk.

Millage renewal

Continued from Page 1A

provide operating funds to enhance oth-
er state and local funding for constituent
district technology purposes and related
expenses, according to the ballot lan-
guage.

An informational sheet is being dis-
tributed to explain whois conducting the
millage renewal election, why the elec-
tion is countywide, how the money will
be used and how the funds are distrib-
uted.

McNew said as required by state law,
the boards of education for nine public
school districts, the Monroe County ISD
and two charter schools in Monroe
County have requested that the ISD con-
duct an election to seek renewal of the
county-wide millage for educational
technology supporting K-12 curriculum
goals.

“It is a renewal request so property
taxes will not increase,” McNew said.
“The proposal renews a 0.9866 mill levy
for five years, equal to 0.9866 cents per
$1,000 of taxable home value. So, if you
have a house that is worth $100,000, you
would pay $98.66 a year. This is our sixth
renewal.”

When it comes to technology, McNew
said “every student in the county has a
device of some sort.”

“We learned the importance of that
during COVID because we went to re-
mote learning,” he said. “It wasn’t diffi-
cult to make happen, flip the switch on
that modality oflearning as it was on oth-
er parts of the state because we have this
enhancement millage.”

Why is the election county-wide?
State law permits only intermediate

school districts to place regional en-

hancement millages on the ballot.

How the money will be used?

Millage funds may only be used to

: FACTUAL IN‘FMTIUN FOR VOTERS REGARDING THE MAY B, 2026 ELECTION
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This poster about the 2026 Monroe County Educational Technology Renewal
explains who is conducting the millage renewal election, why the election is
countywide, how the money will be used and how the funds are distributed.

PROVIDED BY REESE BOWLING

support educational technology, includ-
ing related staffing, services and cyber-
security. These funds cannotbe spent on
other school expenses.
“Wehavebeenblessed since1997 with
themillage and those funds which brings
in almost $8 million dollars a year for
technology,” McNew said. “Which
amounts to about $389 per student. So,
it’s very significant. To take that away all

of a sudden would be devastating. I'm
not sure the local districts could sustain.
They don’t have it built in their general
fund and I can tell you we would be in a
world of hurt.”

How are funds distributed?

If approved, millage revenue will be
distributed tolocal schooldistricts based

on each district’s K-12 student popula-
tion. Participating districts include Air-
port Community Schools, Bedford Public
Schools, Dundee Community Schools,
Ida Public Schools, Jefferson Schools,
Mason Consolidated Schools, Monroe
Public Schools, Summerfield Schools,
Whiteford Agricultural School District,
Horizon Science Academy New Bedford,
Triumph Academy and the Monroe
County Intermediate School District.

How to calculate your tax

The ISD has an estimated millage cal-
culator posted on its website. McNew
said homeowners will need to use the
taxable value of the property and not the
State Equalized Value (SEV).

What happens if the renewal does
not pass?

“Like I said previously, it would be
devastating. With technology, every-
thing is on a schedule. We know desktop
and laptop computers are only going to
last solong. Every year, we have technol-
ogy plans where we know that we’re re-
cycling machines and updating our in-
frastructure,” McNew said. “Every stu-
dentinthe county has access to a device.
Some have tablets. Some have iPads.
Some have laptops.”

Need more information?

“We are so appreciative of the com-
munity and their support for not only the
enhancement millage but for public edu-
cation,” he added. “It’s amazing to watch
kids use the technology and see how
teachers have embraced it. The schools
partner very well together. That’s the se-
cret. If anyone has questions about the
millage and needs more information,
they can call me.”

McNew can be reached at 734-241-
2610 or send an email to ste-
phen.mcnew@monroeisd.us.

— Contact reporter Lisa Vidaurri-
Bowling at Wwidaurribowling@gan-
nett.com.
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