
ESY Planning Reference 
At Every IEP Meeting, the IEP Team Must: 

� Consider the data available or make a plan to gather the data needed to assist in ESY determination 

� Determine a need for an ESY Plan individually. NOT by Disability or Program Category. 

� ESY consideration should be accomplished at least 45 days before a break to allow for differences of opinion to be remedied. 
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ANNUAL GOAL CONCERN 

Are there one or more annual goal 

areas of concern addressing skills 

that need to be maintained without 

interruption for student to benefit 

meaningfully from a FAPE? 

ESY Plan Not Needed. 

Standard 1: 

REGRESSION 

RECOUPMENT 

Is there data that indicates 

that in the identified goal 

area of concern there is a 

serious potential for 

regression of skills beyond a 

reasonable period of 

recoupment? 

Standard 2: 

NATURE OR SEVERITY OF 

DISABILITY 

Is there data regarding the nature 

or severity of the disability of the 

student that indicates to the IEP 

Team that there is a need to 

provide services in the goal area of 

concern during breaks in the 

school year? 

Standard 3:  CRITICAL STAGE / AREA OF LEARNING 

Is there information that indicates that, in the identified goal area 

of concern, the student is at a critical stage/area of learning where 

failure to provide a service beyond the normal school year will 

severely limit the student’s capacity to acquire essential skills? 

 

To answer this question, answer the following questions: 

A. Is there a skill that needs to be mastered immediately? If 

student does not master the skill immediately, is degree of 

mastery likely to be permanently reduced? OR 

B. Is the student at a critical stage of development where there is 

a window of opportunity that will be lost if services are not 

provided? OR 

C. Are there changes in student’s medical, physical, or sensory 

status that makes it possible to predict an accelerated rate of 

learning during the ESY period (critical stage)? OR 

D. Is the skill in a critical area of learning and will a break in 

services result in the loss of a window of opportunity for 

mastering the skill? 

REVIEW DATA SOURCES TO MAKE ESY DETERMINATION: 

Data sources may be (but are not limited to): 

Progress on measurable IEP goals and objectives; data provided by parents; previous district data; reports from outside agencies and 

professionals; medical records; evidence of continuous or year-round programming; vocational or pre-vocational assessments; etc. 

REVIEW DATA: 

REGRESSION RECOUPMENT 

REVIEW DATA:  NATURE OF 

SEVERITY OF DISABILITY 

REVIEW DATA:  CRITICAL 

STAGE/AREA OF LEARNING 

DOES THE DATA SUPPORT THE NEED FOR ESY SERVICES? 

ESY Plan Not Needed. 

DEVELOP THE ESY PLAN 

 

For Which Goal(s)? 

 

Using Which Standard(s)? 

 

Including Which Service 

Approach? 

Consider: 

� A Variety of ESY Service Approaches 

� Related Services Along With Instructional Programming 

� LRE Differences:  LRE requirements for ESY services are not identical to LRE requirements for the 

normal school year. Creation of new programs or goals is not required. Non-educational settings 

may be appropriate for ESY services. Service approaches may be flexible 
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